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Weekend Mass  

Schedule 
 

St. Patrick's 
N. Main St., Prattsburgh 

8:00am Sunday  
 

St. Theresa's 
Route 245, Stanley 

11:15am Sunday 
 

St. Januarius 
Route 21, Naples 

Confession 4-4:30pm Sat. 
5:00pm Saturday 
10:00am Sunday 

 

St. Michaelõs 
Liberty St., Penn Yan 

Confession 4-4:30pm Sat. 
5:00pm Saturday 
ñ7:00 am Sunday 

9:30am Sunday 

The Will of God 
Iõll admit it.  For the longest time I struggled with knowing the will of God.  I was 
wrapped up in my occupation, paying little heed to my vocation. What?   
Occupation:  Those things we do regularly, usually to keep ourselves afloat fiscally.  
Usually they include the gifts we have been given by God.  (EX:  Good at math ð 
accountant or engineering.  Compassionate ð a nurse, social worker or care giver.  
Outgoing ð Salesperson, performer.  And more. You get the idea.) 
Vocation:  To be called to do something by God.  Now this takes a bit more work 
(discernment, quiet reflection), which is probably why I struggled with knowing 
Godõs Will for my life.  (Long range planner?)    
Being too wrapped up in the daily events of my life, I wasnõt spending time in Godõs 
Word, nor looking to my spiritual mother for assistance, nor following her request to 
pray the Rosary daily.  I was living day-to-day, struggling.  I did come to Mass faith-
fully and counted on you, my Church family, to pray for me, as I prayed for you, as 
we prayed, for each other in the Mass. 
I have said more than once, òGod isnõt finished with me yet.ó  And thank God for 
that!   
When low points came, I would find myself yelling at God.  How bold!  (Confession 
anyone?)  Graciously, and rather quickly, there would be an answer.  (How great is 
our God!) 
I am so glad that I had that conversion experience that God desires for all of us.  I 
began listening to Christian radio, reading my Bible more, asking Mary to help me 
(because I still need a mother), and praying the Rosary daily.   
Todayõs Gospel ends like this:  òFor whoever does the will of God is my brother and 
sister and mother.ó (Mark 3:35)  So, I think of the Commandments.  Nightly, do we 
reflect on how well we have lived up to them?  Jesus says in the New Testament, "A 
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.ó (John 13:34)  (Again, an item for the examination of conscious.)  If I 
am loving another, like Jesus, I will not judge; I will die to self(ishness).  (Again, Rec-
onciliation anyone?) 
I could get caught up in despair, thinking I am not worthy to share the Good News, 
that Jesus died for all us sinners and desires for all to believe in Him and follow Him.  
But that is not the will of God either.  In Luke 10:27-28 we read this:  "'Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  Do this and you will 
live."  God died to give us life!  He wants us to live! 
So, when I read 1 Thess. 5:16-22, I found comfort.  There it was ð an answer I could 
accomplish!  òRejoice always [even in struggle or sorrow], pray constantly, give 
thanks in all circumstances [good & bad]; for this is Godõs will for you in Christ Je-
sus.ó  It goes on with this, òDo not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with 
contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.ó    
I hope that these words will help those who are beginning new chapters of their lives 

ð graduations, marriages, baptisms.  We need each other ð The Body of Christ.  

 Patty 

June 10th, 2018   *   10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 




