JUBILEE YEAR ACTIVITIES
1. Open with the Jubilee Prayer – Open each class with the Jubilee Prayer throughout the year and pick out a phrase after you recite the prayer to challenge students to remember and live out in a special way. Phrases of the day might be “reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom” or “tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel” or “may that same grace spread to the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth.”
2. Organize a Local Pilgrimage – Schedule a class pilgrimage to your diocese’s cathedral or other sacred site designated by the bishop as the place to celebrate the Jubilee Year.
3. Decorate Your Own Holy Door – Decorate the door of your classroom with sacred images created by your students. Ask them to prayerfully enter the classroom throughout the year in solidarity with the pilgrims who are traveling to Rome.
4. Practice Works of Mercy – Teach the students about the works of mercy (lesson plan here) and then select one work of mercy per week or per day to practice as a class. Remind the students that these works of mercy can be ways in which they can obtain an indulgence (after following the ordinary dispensation requirements).
5. Follow Jubilee Events – Specific groups are invited to make pilgrimages at specific times throughout the year. The Jubilee of Youth, for example, is scheduled for the end of July/beginning of August. Look at the official websites’s online calendar and feature virtually some of the events in class.
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Here are 6 resources to make 2025 a year of hope:
 
The Bull of Indiction for the Jubilee of Hope: Spes non Confundit offers a short survey of why we dare to hope. My favorite section is where Pope Francis meditates on our hope for life everlasting, in which we desire eternal life as our happiness (nos. 19 and 20).

On Suffering, Hope and Forever: Sherry Antonetti opens up for us the mystery of the Mass when we carry burdens that otherwise would crush us. “It’s a gift to go and offer your trials and sufferings and pains on the altar, and to trust God's goodness to make something holy out of it, to bring to us a peace we would not imagine possible given our pain.”

History is not random but in God’s hand: Pope Benedict states what our hearts need to hear: “History is not in the hands of dark forces, of chance, or of merely human choice” because “God is not indifferent to human affairs, but penetrates them creating…his projects and his efficacious ‘works.’” 

God’s Watchmen: The story of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana, and how 500 men have made a commitment to cover an hour a month in 2025 in the parish’s Oratory of St. Mary Magdalene during the darkest hours of the night.

A “jubilee,” at its heart, is a time of profound mercy: A beautiful Polish tradition may hold a key for our living this Jubilee fruitfully. What if we drew up a list of all the things we are angry about, every grudge we hold, then erased the tally and began the Jubilee Year with a fresh slate? 

Pope Francis’ homily on the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord: “On this night the ‘holy door’ of God’s heart lies open before you. Jesus, God-with-us, is born for you, for me, for us, for every man and woman. And remember that with him, joy flourishes; with him, life changes; with him, hope does not disappoint.”
Sr. Kathryn J. Hermes, FSP  From the 1/9/25 Heart of the Revival Newsletter
